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MADSEN BRIDGE GOES UNDER (AGAIN) 

By Bob Wilson 
Warwick district resident Paddy O’Leary, who lives 
on a farm on the banks of the Condamine River, 
tells me he has experienced six floods in the past 
18 months. It’s not an uncommon story in the peri-
od which followed the drought of 2018-2019. On 
Friday May 13 I received an early morning call from 
our president, Sandra Wilson, who took this photo-
graph. 
“If you want to get any groceries from town you’d 
better get there quickly because they’re closing the 
bridge into town at 9am.” 
 
We did the supermarket and butcher run and got 
back across the O.O Madsen Bridge before the 
swiftly rising Condamine River forced authorities to 
close the bridge to traffic. As it turned out, the pan-
ic was short-lived as it stopped raining on the 14th.  

The bridge into town re-opened to traffic that day. 
The river receded as quickly as it had peaked at 
7.65 metres on May 13. The bridge closure fol-
lowed another night of heavy rain (90+ millimetres) 
on top of 200+mm in April and May. The catchment 
was saturated with the Condamine River rising eve-
ry time we had a decent fall.  Cont’d P3                                  
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       Enchanted Garden  
 

Extensive range of locally grown plants, pots, pot-

ting mix and mulches, local jam, honey and farm 

eggs.  Bring this ad for a one off free $3.50 punnet 

of seedlings 

 

 49 Alexandra Drive  

 (Cunningham Highway north)  

 Warwick Qld 4370 

 Phone (07) 4661 2013 

DARYL HOCKINGS 

Upholstery & furniture repairs 

Ute canopies, Tonneau covers 

Car seat repairs, Hood lining 

Motorbike seats, shade cloth 

Recliner trigger/cable 

 

3 Glenhaven Ct 

Phone: 0417 745 667 
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Cont’d from Page 1 
While the flood was short-lived, commercial and 
private properties in Albion Street were inundated. 
Long-term residents will remember the bridge  
closing in late 2010 and again  in January 2011 and 
2013.  
As we resumed our daily walks along the river in 
Queens Park in June, there were flood reminders  
everywhere you look, including the off-leash dog 
park which has been removed after being wrecked 
at least three times. When you drive around town, 
you’ll see smashed fences, concreted posts and bol-
lards wrenched from the ground and occasional 
signs of subsidence. Blaze Aid has reportedly made 
Warwick a priority in the recovery phase. 
Between January 1 and May 31 Warwick received 
605.8mm of rain, just 82mm shy of the average rain-
fall for the entire year. The Bureau of Meteorology 
is assuring us that the La Nina weather event that 
brought unseasonal rain will now fade away.                                                                                                        

OUR MANAGEMENT TEAM FOR 2022 

PRESIDENT: Sandra Wilson 0412 065 221 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Sally Edwards 0478 161 817 

SECRETARY: Grahame Peacock 0438 615 007 

TREASURER: Janet Schultz 0438 617 570 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT:  

Neil Bonnell 0408 361 482 

COURSE CO-ORDINATOR:   

Sally Edwards 0478 161 817 

PUBLICITY OFFICER: Sally Edwards 

MEMBERSHIP ADMIN: 

Janet Schultz 0438 617 570 

COMMUNITY LIAISON: Sandra Wilson 

SOCIAL CONVENOR: Position vacant 

MAGAZINE & WEBSITE EDITOR:  

Bob Wilson 0438 525 119 

MAGAZINE ASSISTANT: Ray Harm 0490 872 992 

Remaining term dates for 2022 

Term 3: Monday July 11 to Friday September 16 

Term 4: Tuesday October 4 to Friday December 9. 
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AN HOUR WITH CHINA WATCHER NEIL BONNELL 
By Bob Wilson 
Past president Neil Bonnell has been helping Warwick 
U3A members keep an eye on China since 2005, offer-
ing courses for people interested in the world’s most 
populous country. 
Neil’s fortnightly U3A class is called China Today, but 
it has had several iterations over the past 17 years. 
Neil uses video news bulletins and documentaries to 
highlight the hot topics in China today. For example, 
when I did this interview, Neil talked about important 
dates looming in China’s calendar, including the anni-
versary of Tiananmen Square.  In November the Party 

will select a leader, either sitting president Xi Jinping or another candidate. There has been speculation 
about the leader’s health and there is a faction ready to fill the vacuum should one occur. 
Neil’s interest in China was sharpened after spending 12 months in Beijing in 1995 teaching English as a 
second language. 
The former principal of Scots PGC College closed out a long career as a teacher and school principal 
spending time in China with his wife Beverly.  
The Warwick U3A class on China began as a look at the country’s history and culture. After a few years 
Neil switched over to Chinese cuisine. 
“I would provide the recipe and ingredients and each person – a limit of six people - would cook some-
thing for themselves under supervision. Then we’d all have a slap-up Chinese lunch. 
“By the end of 2012 we changed to China-watching, which coincided with the start of Xi Jinping’s rule in 
China.”  
China at the Crossroads was a discussion group trying to guess which way China would go. Questions 
were asked about the leadership, China’s economic growth and could the combination of capitalism and 
totalitarian government survive.  
 
Neil said one of the biggest changes in the ability to be a China-watcher was the technology which 
evolved to make and broadcast documentaries and news stories on video. There’s now an enormous 
amount of information available on China, and as Neil acknowledges, some of it by no means officially 
sanctioned.   
 

“It was always an asset to be an Australian in China, even when Sydney 
won the Olympic games in competition with China, they blamed the US 
for blocking them. 
“We’ve always had a very good reputation in China. I suspect that is no 
longer the case. The Morrison government was far too blunt in its reac-
tions to China.” 
“Subtlety was not Morrison’s strong suit, but I’m not sure whether a 
more subtle approach would have achieved any change.” 
Image: Neil using the language laboratory at the college in Beijing 

 
Neil and Beverly studied English as a foreign language at International House in London, at the time when 
England was a clearing house for people who wanted to study the subject. 
Although he only learned to speak basic Mandarin, in his time in Beijing Neil learned enough to be able to 
order food at a restaurant. 
“We were able to travel independently in China after four months there just using a guide book. 
“If everything went right, I could order train tickets by myself, just as long as their reply didn’t involve 
things like ‘there’s no train today’ or ‘there will be one in three days’ time.” 



5 

CLARE COTTON — LIVING AND WORKING IN CHINA, 2003-2004 
By Bob Wilson 
Long-term Warwick resident and U3A member Clare Cotton took a  
courageous leap after being made redundant and in 2003 immediately 
moved to China to start teaching English. 
Clare had already become interested in China through working with foreign 
students at Scots PGC college until leaving her employment. She had also 
been studying for a graduate diploma in Teaching English as a Second Lan-
guage. Within weeks of leaving her job at Scots PGC, Clare arrived in the 
industrial city of Ningbo, located in east China's Zhejiang province, south of 
Shanghai on Hangzhou Bay. Using an agency, Clare found a job at a large 
college in Ningbo with 4000 students.  
“It was really prestigious for a school like this to have a native English-
speaking person on the staff. 
“It was like living on the campus of a university. All of the staff lived in a 
gated community and were provided with a mid-day and evening meal.” 
Clare’s time in China coincided with the start of the nine-month severe 
acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) epidemic. She used the time in lock-
down wisely, completing her TESL diploma by correspondence. 

Clare lived in China in the period before motor vehicles became commonplace although everyone rode bicycles. 
She bought a bicycle and travelled around the city with relative ease. 
 
“As a single woman I never felt unsafe in China. There were always lots of people around, everywhere you went. 
“I had all the confidence in the world. I was able to travel independently, go to the markets, and if I had to pay a bill 
I’d just find out where I had to go and just did it.” 
After SARS abated in mid-2003, Clare’s agent sent her to Nanchong, a city in the northeast of Sichuan province 
where she worked for four months. During the summer holidays she visited nearby Chengdu which is famous for its 
conservation centre, where visitors can view giant pandas in a natural habitat.  

“Nanchong was a little more challenging as there were very few 
westerners there and the language barrier was huge.” 
After Nanchong, Clare was introduced to an Australian woman who 
was married to a Chinese man. They had started an international 
school in Ningbo.  
“I started working for them in early childhood development. I had 
eight to 10 children for morning classes, working with a Chinese 
teacher. In the afternoons these pre-schoolers would also study the 
Chinese language.” 
The school found her a fourth-floor apartment about half an hour 
from the college. Clare travelled to work each day in style, inside a 
pedicab.  
 
It was not always about work – Clare had tourist adventures in the 

school holidays, visiting Beijing and other locations. 
“In Ningbo there was a school bus and when it was holidays or weekends the driver would take us places. We visit-
ed the site of a 7000 year-old village near Hemudu, saw a giant Buddha carved out of a rock and other things tour-
ists rarely see.”  
But after two years Clare began yearning for ‘normal’ things from Australia, a paperback novel (a friend sent her 
Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code), also things we take for granted like muesli, custard and a pepper grinder. 
“I think the excitement of being in China had worn off and I was making plans to go home and retire. I came home in 
August 2004, unpacked my bags and thought ‘now what?’ 
“Four months later I discovered U3A, attended its orientation day, signed up for some courses including croquet and 
bird watching.” 
Clare still strongly supports U3A and offers a weekly course called Journal as a Way, a discussion group formed to 
share ideas, experiences, memories and beliefs. There is a new topic each week and an opportunity to share 
writings and sometimes play word games.  “U3A helped me start a new stage of my life when I came back from Chi-
na,” Clare said. “After 18 years I’m still very keenly involved in U3A. It’s the best way to get to know people.” 

“Clare, your Uber’s here” -21st century rickshaw 
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What’s New on Catch Up TV 

Bosch Legacy (Prime Video) 

By Bob Wilson 
Occasional  readers of Michael Connolly’s series of  
novels about Los Angeles homicide detective Harry Bosh  
may not necessarily know about the TV version. 
There was a TV pilot made in 2014 which spun its way 
through seven seasons, winning a few awards along the 
way. Now there’s a spin-off, Bosch Legacy, which seems 
more like season eight with new characters and plots. It 
is also very good. There’s a lot to like about Bosch, which 
was on SBS but now can be found on Prime Video, re-
badged as Amazon Freevee.  
In the beginning the producers cast a little-known actor, 
Titus Welliver, as the renegade detective. Michael  
Connolly himself was engaged as a producer and script 
editor. As the series wore on, Welliver got a byline as 
executive producer. The episodes follow the story line of 
one or two well-known Bosch thrillers. The methodical 
investigations proceed as Harry’s private life becomes a 
major part of the story line; his relationship with daugh-
ter Maddie (Madison Lintz) and partner/friend Jerry Ed-
gar (Jamie Hector) not the least of it. The back story in-
cludes  ongoing friction between Bosch and the political-
ly ambitious chief of police, Irvin Irving (Lance Reddick). 
Bosch plays by his own rules and has many internal 
affairs tags on his file for taking short-cuts to break a 
murder investigation wide open. 
 
The series returned in mid-2022 rebadged as Bosch  
Legacy, which sees Harry spit the dummy and leave the 
LA police force, going out on his own as a private eye. 
Daughter Maddie and a one-time enemy, prosecutor 
Honey Chandler (Mimi Rogers), remain in the series 
while others from the Bosch series disappear. 
In Bosh Legacy, Harry is working from the spectacular 
pole home on a Hollywood Hill he bought with the  

proceeds of a film made based on one of his cases. Harry 
lives with Maddie and a dog (Coltrane, after the jazz 
trumpeter). An earthquake damages Harry’s home so he 
has to move into his office, taking his beloved stereo and 
jazz LP collection with him. This is an edgy drama, set in 
LA’s gritty suburbs which become an integral part of the 
whole. In this series, Harry is engaged by a dying  
billionaire to find a long-lost heir – imagine the conspira-
cies inherent in that story thread alone. There’s another 
billionaire in the story, a bad guy (Carl Rogers) who in 
series seven hired an assassin to kill Honey Chandler and 
two other people. He also bought off a witness set to 
testify at his trial. Honey survived (the bullet smashed 
her coffee cup and deflected the bullet just enough to 
save her life). 
 
In Legacy, Honey is suffering post-traumatic stress from 
being attacked in her own home by a masked man with a 
silenced pistol. She’s seeing a counsellor and taking fire-
arm lessons, determined to bring Carl Rogers to justice. 
Despite her previously hostile relationship with Bosch, 
they form an uneasy alliance to bring Rogers down. 
Maddie has joined the LA police and is on her first as-
signment as a rookie (boot). She’s paired with a Latino 
officer (Reina Vasquez, played by Denise G. Sanchez). 
They investigate a peeping tom and a serial rapist in Thai 
Town. The best part of the drama is the interaction be-
tween the old-school Dad and assertive millennial 
daughter. There’s plenty of drama and action, a few red 
herrings and a few insights into the tools used by the 
modern private detective. 
Bosch, a technophobe, hires Mo (Stephen Chang) to help 
conduct surveillance and in turn avoid the attentions of 
bad guys using technology to keep track of Harry. De-
spite ridding his car and office of bugs, his opponents are 
still tracking him. “Look up,” says Mo. “Drones.” 
 
If you’ve not seen series 1-7 or read any of the books, 
you might occasionally be in the dark when the script 
calls for flashbacks or references to characters long 
written out. But it is self-contained entertainment. The 
scripts are great, the actors mostly avoid the cliches of 
cop movies, the production values are top-notch and the 
rising tension is palpable. The occasional holes in the 
plot seem to occur mostly in the episodes where Connol-
ly himself was not involved. Now there’s talk of Bosch 
Legacy 2, as the final episode left a few story threads 
hanging.  
Well worth Prime’s modest $6.99 a month subscription, 
and, if you are new, there is a 30-day free trial. 
 
PS: Grey’s Anatomy tragics will rejoice to learn there is 
now a series 18 (on Disney) with vague promises of a 
series 19 in 2023. It’s a soap! 

Bosch Legacy Amazon Freevee).: Maddie (Madison Lintz), Honey 

Chandler (Mimi Rogers) and Harry Bosh (Titus Welliver) 



7 

Inspirational Notations with Sandy Gordon 

TRIVIA CORNER (with Sandy Gordon) 

The now-retired cruise 

liner, QE2, moved only six 

inches for each gallon of  

diesel that it burned. (see 

link below) 

 

Wedding rings are worn 

on the left hand be-

cause it is the only fin-

ger that has a vein con-

necting to the heart. 

 

Mageiricophobia is the intense 

fear of having to cook. 

 

Koalas and humans are the only ani-
mals with unique fingerprints. 

 

Ed: Whatever happened to the QE2? 
https://owlcation.com/humanities/QE2 
Image of QE2 By Balou46, CC wikimedia.org/ 
Other images by www.pixabay.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Gallery Cafe  

90 Palmerin Street 

Open 8.00am to 2.30pm Monday to Saturday. 

4667 1162 

Offering Coffee, Organic Teas, Breakfast, Lunch and a 

variety of homemade sweet treats and GF options. 

Pickleball group for Warwick U3A? 
As you’ll read elsewhere, four of our courses have ei-
ther been cancelled or are in recess. So despite al-
ready being in the third term, the committee is keen 
to introduce something new. 
We are calling for expressions of interest to form a 
Pickleball group. As you may know, there are existing 
courts at WIRAC, used by the Southern Downs  
Pickleball Association. 
Pickleball is a racket/paddle sport that combines ele-
ments of other racket sports. It is played on a badmin-
ton-sized court. Two or four players use solid paddles 
to hit a perforated polymer ball over a net. The game 
is suitable for all ages. It is less strenuous than tennis 
or squash and is  
a game of strate-
gy and ‘soft play’. 
 
Contact the 
course coordina-
tor Sally Edwards 
0478 161 817 
Image Wikimedia.org 
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Review: PANDORA  
by Susan Stokes-Chapman 
Penguin 

 
Recently we have heard on the 
ABC/SBS news that Aboriginal arte-
facts have been returned to first 
nations people from the UK. In ad-
dition documentaries have fo-
cussed on restoration of treasures 
looted from arenas of war in the 
Middle East as well as by Nazis dur-
ing World War II. This novel seems 
timely. 
  

This piece of historical fiction by first time author Susan 
Stokes-Chapman is set in Georgian England (1799). Alt-
hough some characters used in the novel did exist 
(William and Emma Hamilton), some events did occur 
(the wreck of the HMS Colossus) and some archaeologi-
cal practices not used until the 1920s are cited, Stokes-
Chapman has condensed and altered time to create a 
more thrilling romance/adventure experience. 
 
Readers are familiar with the myth of Pandora’s box and 
as they race through the book, they will try to see the 
connection between what they are reading and what 
they already know. However, due to a mistranslation 
there was no “box” it was always a pithos (a vase). Other 
readers might be familiar with the re-released silent 
1929 film Pandora’s Box starring Louise Brooks where 
another sort of evil is released. 
 
Dora’s archaeologist mother Helen said: But all fanciful 
concepts grew from concrete reality. And so readers 
must ask themselves if the myth could possibly be true 
as all manner of co-incidences occur. 
 
Orphaned Dora wants to design jewellery but has trou-
ble, being a woman, having her designs acknowledged. 
She is forced to work in her uncle’s antiquarian store 
where she is meanly treated. Her uncle Hezekiah’s treat-
ment of her and his keeping what is in the basement a 
secret piques Dora’s suspicions. Why is he selling fake 
antiquities when her parents ran a respectable and very 
profitable business selling authentic antiquities? Where 
is her inheritance? 
 
Enter Edward Lawrence who works in a bindery subsi-
dised by his close friend Cornelius. Edward seeks ad-
mittance into The Society of Antiquaries but his drawing 
skills are poor; Dora’s are not and the two met fortui-
tously. Writing about what lies in the shop’s basement 
could further Edward’s chances of admittance into the 
Society. 
 

A chance meeting with William Hamilton, who once 
saved Dora’s life, opens another aspect of the novel. Do-
ra was saved in the same cave-in which her parents were 
killed. How was her uncle Hezekiah involved? 
 
Stokes-Chapman brings the Georgian era to life through 
vocabulary pertaining to that time, she has researched 
jewellery (cannetille) and history of that period. Her evo-
cation of the living conditions of the poor is truly Dicken-
sian and, in the process, recalls through the olfactory 
sense, the Patrick Süskind novel of 1985 Perfume. (Who 
could ever forget, once having read it, the birth of Gre-
nouille amongst the rotting fish guts in a French mar-
ket?) 
 
This novel will appeal on many levels. Lovers of the 
Georgette Heyer romances will be pleased, readers with 
an interest in Mediterranean archaeology will find plenty 
to intrigue then there is the thrill of misadventure! This 
is an exciting new writer. 
 
© Stephen Jackson 

 

OPERA—TERM THREE 
In Term Three the operas we missed by Bellini and  
Rossini will be re-visited and the initial opera by  
Mozart (Don Giovanni) will be superseded by a recent 
production of his Cosi fan tutti.  
This opera was produced during Covid and shows how 
arrangements were made to work around the pandemic. 
Operas by Donizetti, Offenbach, Verdi and Gounod will 
complete the first part of the program.  

Again the season will be completed by our revisiting two 
favourites from earlier programs. This allows new mem-
bers to see what they have missed as well as delight 
those who have enjoyed them already. 
 
Stephen Jackson 

Don Giovanni: photo wikimedia.org/russavia flickr.com 

creative commons 
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Jumpers & Jazz and East Street Singers 

Warwick’s long-running community choir, East Street 
Singers, make a welcome return to the Jumpers and Jazz 
programme in July. Director Jill Hulme said the choir 
would be performing familiar jazz standards ranging 
from reflective ballads (The Way You Look Tonight, 
Moon River) to upbeat Dixieland numbers (Chattanooga 
Choo Choo, Bill Bailey).  

The 16-piece acapella choir will be performing at War-
wick Potters Soup Night at 5.30 on Thursday July 28 and 
at the Town Hall stage at 10am on Friday the 29th.        

The choir performances are among dozens of live music 
events scheduled for the 10-day festival which runs from 
July 21 to 31. 

https://www.jumpersandjazz.com.au/program 
The choir was given a standing ovation last month when 
200 people attended a performance of Vivaldi’s Gloria 
and excerpts from Handel’s Messiah at St Mary’s Catho-
lic Church. East Street Singers was accompanied by the 
Darling Downs Ensemble and the concert featured solo-
ists from Warwick, Toowoomba and Brisbane. 

“People had a wonderful experience of beautiful Ba-
roque music performed in the fabulous cathedral-
like stone architecture of St Mary's church,” director 
Jill Hulme said.  

East Street Singers usually sing acapella and has an eclec-
tic repertoire, ranging from sacred choral works to  con-
temporary pop, jazz and gospel . 

Meanwhile be prepared for Warwick 
streets to be transformed when 
trees, lamp posts and monuments 
are ‘yarn bombed’ (see right). The 10
-day festival includes a host of 
events including art exhibitions, mar-
kets, steam train excursions, live mu-
sic, dining events and a finale on July 
31, a Picnic in the Park. BW 

https://www.jumpersandjazz.com.au/program
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STANTHORPE MURAL WALK AND SIDE TRIP TO MOUNT MARLAY 
By Bob Wilson 
A small group of U3A members drove to  
Stanthorpe in May for a walking tour of the town’s 
murals, followed by a trip to Mount Marlay. Town & 
Country Walks facilitator Laurel Wilson was unwell 
on the day so I deputised (making good use of the 
mural walks brochure!) 
 
We left Warwick at 7.30 so once we arrived in 
Stanthorpe it was still fairly cool so we repaired to a 
local coffee shop. The wall of the café in question has 
a village streetscape painted in the Trompe-l'œil 
style (realistic imagery creating a three-dimensional 

illusion). Our photographer Marylou Newman asked the café patron if she could take this picture. At a 
glance it looks as if she is part of the Italian Streetscape (by Julie Brown, Dean Ford and Laurie Astill). 
The Artistic Stanthorpe brochure can be picked up at the town’s library, art gallery or information centre.  
You do need the map as there are 24 murals and sculptures scattered around town. 
 
I was impressed by two of the sculptures – The Rock and Egrets on a Rock. I was also taken with Brass 
Monkey, a sculpture by Chris Humphreys. The brass monkey has also been immortalised in song by Penny 
Davies and Roger Ilott’s tune ‘When the monkeys sing soprano in Stanthorpe in July’. 
Marylou Newman and her sister Margot were astonished when discovering Mount Marlay. 

“We’ve lived in this district all our lives and we didn’t know it was 
here,” said Marylou. 
Mt Marlay is a short (steep) drive or walk from Stanthorpe’s shop-
ping district. The lookout offers a panoramic view over Stant-
horpe. There’s a picnic area if you feel like stopping for a cuppa. 
It’s a short walk around the summit via a concrete path through 
the trees with scenic vantage points towards the north and fil-
tered views in all directions.  
According to the website granitebeltwinecountry.com.au the 
mountain also features four mountain biking tracks, with varying 
grades of difficulty. 
Laurel’s Town & Country Walks are scheduled for the 4th Wednes-
day or alternate dates by prior arrangement. 
 

WARWICK U3A CLASSES CURTAILED THIS YEAR 
We have lost four regular courses this year for various reasons. Earlier this year Jenny Eldridge said her 
recorder classes would be in recess until further notice. In May Sandy Gordon let me know that the popu-
lar woodcrafting course can no longer be offered. Cheryl Baxter is no longer facilitating her Posse of  
Gardeners group, however it may be revived in term four. The indoor tai chi class has also ceased. 
While one or more of these classes may resume in 2023, now is the time to ask members to think about 
skills, knowledge and hobbies which they may wish to share with others.  Just call the course coordinator 
(Sally Edwards) and make a suggestion.   

Committee changes 
Warwick U3A welcomes its newest 
committee member, Louize Fulton. 

Louize joins our nine-person com-
mittee which meets monthly. BW 

Stanthorpe as seen from Mount Marlay. 

Photo by Bob Wilson 

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are 

those of individual writers and not of Warwick 

U3A Inc. The next quarterly newsletter will be 

published on or about September 16. 
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President’s Perspective 
It hardly seems possible that it is a year since I was writing about the Winter solstice on a per-
fect winter’s day.  Looking out my window, it is not obvious that it is winter – everything is 
green and lush!  However, once outside it is a different story. Words such as “brisk” and 
“exhilarating” come readily to mind.   I escaped briefly to North Lakes a couple of weeks ago, 
coincidentally on the coldest morning here so far this winter [-2.5C] to attend the U3A Net-
work Queensland State Conference. Held over two days, it was interesting and informative – 
see my report below. One issue that was raised – the value of volunteers and how to retain 

them - is worth mentioning here. 
 
All U3A course convenors are volunteers. They give their time and special skills 
or knowledge for your enjoyment – often a considerable amount of time in 
devising a course, as well as their time at each session.  They make a commit-
ment when they schedule a course, and so do you when you sign up for it. 
Family and medical issues sometimes must take precedence, in which case 
please let your convenor know if you cannot attend. They will feel valued and 
encouraged to continue presenting if you make the effort to arrive on time, 
participate, and, of course, turn off your mobile phone.    
 
Your Management Committee has been working on updating our Constitution 
recently, based on a model from the Office of Fair Trading.  The existing Consti-
tution dates from our formation in 1993, and given the changes in the last 
[almost] thirty years, especially the advent of digital technology, it is necessary 
to bring it into the twenty-first century so it continues to be fit for purpose.  As soon as the draft of the updated 
Constitution is completed, it will be displayed on our web page.  We will also email a PDF version to our members, 
and place copies in our Rooms at Tooth Street so everyone can access it.  I encourage you to read it and to attend 
our AGM in November, when you will be asked to vote on accepting it.  If you have any questions, please contact 

me, or another Committee Member, to discuss them.  It is YOUR Constitution. Sandra Wilson 

U3A Network Queensland State Conference:  8-9 June 2022 

I attended my first State Conference earlier this month.  Held at the Best 

Western Plus North Lakes Hotel, the conference’s theme was “Learn….to 

spread your wings.” During two days of interesting and diverse guest 

speakers, the value and the enjoyment of learning were amply demon-

strated.  One outstanding speaker in the first session was Aunty McRose 

Elu, Queensland Senior of the Year 2021. Aunty McRose is a strong advo-

cate for Torres Strait communities and the impact on them of climate 

change.  Photo: Welcome to Country by songwoman Maroochy Barambah. 

She shared memories of her early life in a traditional community on Saibai, and the culture shock she experienced 

upon being sent to Melbourne to high school, with limited command of English.  Aunty McRose has subsequently 

attained her PhD and is an inspiring and influential speaker, advocating for renewable energy, sustainability, and 

reconciliation. Steve Connolly, director of Sport and Community Development for CPR and a qualified workplace 

trainer, made us think and work during a practical session to gather ideas and strategies to help volunteers be hap-

pier and more invested in their roles. Recommendations included a focus on good processes and procedures, a 

structure that fosters working together and makes it easy for volunteers to help, and a nurturing culture to ensure 

volunteers feel appreciated and empowered.   

Clare Blake, a broadcast media specialist and qualified teacher with a Sport Science Major, galvanised us with a fas-

cinating insight into the research done at QIMR Berghofer.  Clare was an enthusiastic and knowledgeable speaker, 

full of information and so anxious to share it with us she hardly paused for breath.  From the beginnings of QIMR in 

old and inadequate facilities to their state-of-the-art equipment today, Clare shared their journey and their world-

leading research in the field of immunotherapy and targeted solutions to cancer.   Cont’d page 12                                                                                                                    

 
Late Winter 

The pallid cuckoo 
Sent up in frail  

Microtones 
His rising scale  
On the cold air. 

What joy I found 
Mounting that tiny 

Stair of sound.   

 
James McAuley [1917-1976]  
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               Studios and Office :  41c Wallace Street, Victoria Park  

Postal Address: P.O.Box 473, Warwick, 4370,  

Ph: Studios 07 4661 8989  Office: 07 4661 9984 

Email: admin@rosecityfm.org.au 

Web: rosecityfm.org.au                                                        

  Your Local Southern Downs, Community Radio Station  

A not for profit radio station, run and owned by the Warwick 

Community FM Radio Association Incorporated 

Volunteer driven. Local announcers producing a variety of 

music programs 

All local Community Associations invited to submit program 

ideas 

Membership for local residents in our Association encouraged 

 Community activity announcements broadcast free.  

                                   Live interviews 

 

Helping you achieve your 

business goals 

 

28 Palmerin Street 

WARWICK QLD 4370 

info@globeaccounting.com.au 

Phone: (07) 4661 4900 

Joe and Jackie Coorey 
113 Palmerin Street, Warwick 4370 

Highest Quality Goods at Lowest Prices 

Men’s and Ladies’ Wear, School Uniforms, Work 

Clothes, Sheridan Sheet Sets, Towels, Tontine Pillows. 

Underwear—Ladies’ and Men’s 

Shop at COOREY’S -THE KING  of  BARGAINS 

20% DISCOUNT FOR ALL U3A MEMBERS 

(Discount not available on sales lines) 

U3A Network Queensland State Conference cont’d from Page 11 

Clare also reminded us, gently, that research is incredibly expensive and bequests are always welcome. There were several 

other excellent speakers, but for me, the standout on the second day was a presentation by Roly Sussex, Research Professor 

in the Institute for Teaching and Learning Innovation, and in the School of Languages and Cultures at the University of 

Queensland, and linguist extraordinaire.  Roly speaks five languages and is learning Chinese.   He was entertaining and amus-

ing, as he extolled the virtues of learning another language.  These include gaining an appreciation of another culture, main-

taining our interest and curiosity in the world, and keeping our brain active.  

Overall, the conference was well worth attending.  I came away with some new ideas that I hope will benefit U3A Warwick 

and learnt more about the value of Network Queensland and the support if provides.  Have a look at their new website at 

u3aqld.au, and consider going to the next annual conference in Rockhampton in May 2023. 
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A postcard from Warwick (Australia) 

By Bob Wilson 

Sam Sexton of u3a Warwick (UK) contributed a guest 
column in our April newsletter about life in Warwickshire. 
This is what I sent to their chapter of u3a which was pub-
lished in the most recent newsletter in the UK. 

Hello! The idea to publish articles about the ‘sister cities’ 
arose when I was revamping our website and put a 
traffic counter on it. I discovered a number of ‘views’ 
were from people living in Warwick (UK) and Leamington 
Spa. We have no way of knowing how much of this is 
accidental browsing or curiosity, but it gave me an op-
portunity to tell you about Warwick, an inland town of 
15,000 in the Southern Downs region of Queensland, 
Australia.  

Warwick is located on the Condamine River in the South-
ern Downs, rich agricultural land located between Too-
woomba and Stanthorpe in Queensland. By Australian 
standards, it is an old settlement, first established in the 
mid-1800s. 

The oldest buildings in town include the Town Hall 
(opened in 1888) and a restored pastoral homestead, 
Glengallan, 12 kms west of Warwick, which dates from 
1867.  

Warwick celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2011, at 
which time the State Library of Queensland published a 
blog. SLQ said the town is famous as the birthplace of 
former Premier Anna Bligh and legendary shearer Jackie 
Howe. It was the first free European settlement in 
Queensland outside Brisbane. The town is located 480m 
above sea level, 2 hours’ drive from Brisbane across the 
Great Divide.  

I volunteer as a tour guide at Glengallan, a sandstone 
homestead built at Glengallan Station in 1867-68 when 

the sheep and cattle business was at its height. Pro-
longed droughts took a toll, however. The homestead 
sat derelict and abandoned for 70 years until the Glen-
gallan Trust received a $2 million Federal grant and a 
partial restoration was completed in 2002. Pringle 
Cottage, now a museum in Warwick, was also built in the 
1870s.  

The cottage and many other older buildings, including St 
Mark’s Anglican Church, are built from local sandstone.  

Explorer Allan Cunningham ‘discovered’ the area in 1827 
but it was another 13 years before the Leslie brothers 
made their home on the rich fertile flats. They estab-
lished Canning Downs station in 1840 and built their 
home there in 1846.  

In 1847, the New South Wales Government gave Patrick 
Leslie permission to select a site for a town on Canning 
Downs station. Canningtown was the original name for 
Warwick, which was surveyed in 1849. It was declared a 
municipality in 1861 and is now the second largest city 
on the Southern Downs after Toowoomba (171,000 in 
2021). Toowoomba is known for its spring Carnival of 
Flowers and more recently for accepting refugees from 
countries including Afghanistan, Syria and South Sudan.  

Warwick’s U3A was established in 1993 and currently 
has 145 members. Like all U3As in Australia, we suffered 
a loss of membership (and income) through the Covid 
years. Many classes went into recess during the pandem-
ic, but in 2022 we are almost back to full operation. 

Our courses include some involving physical activity out-
doors (Tai Chi, bushwalking and birdwatching). We lease 
our own headquarters in town and many courses are 
held in the U3A rooms. Indoors courses include Indone-
sian language, everyday science, card games, journalling, 
two book clubs and two dance classes (Scottish Country 
Dancing and Line Dancing). The much-travelled retired 
headmaster of Scots PGC, Neil Bonnell, runs two courses 

- China Today and The Bible as History.  Cont’d page 14 

Glengallan Homestead as it is today 

Warwick ‘s sandstone Town Hall 
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POSTCARD FROM WARWICK (Cont’d from P13) 

Roses grow well here 
because of the dry, cool 
climate. In recent years 
an enterprising group of 
volunteers launched the 
Jumpers ‘n Jazz festival in 
July. The theme is 
knitting and many local 
monuments and trees 
are clad in knitwear. 

Warwick has several 
prestigious private 
schools, one of which, 

Scots College PGC, has an internationally known pipe 
band. 

There is a railway museum in town and a heritage group 
runs steam train excursions into the surrounding coun-
try. The town attracts tourists because of its many beau-
tiful sandstone buildings, museums and proximity to the 
Granite Belt. The latter is an hour’s drive south from 
here to the town of Stanthorpe and further south to Gir-
raween National Park with its striking granite boulders, 
creeks and bush walks. 

Warwick’s cultural life and live entertainment in general 
took a hit in 2020 and 2021, and even now organisers 
are preparing for festivals and events with some trepida-
tion. The town and district has a big country music fol-
lowing and a very strong sports network. The town’s 
economic mainstay is road transport, as it is located on 
the main inland highway to Sydney. Large employers 
include trucking companies, abattoirs, a maize mill and 
agricultural machinery businesses. Because of its loca-
tion and climate Warwick has attracted renewable ener-
gy companies (solar and wind). 

Warwick winters can be brisk (frosts are common) and 
unlike many Queensland towns, it has distinct seasons 
(autumn and spring), with temperatures climbing to 38 
or 40 degrees in the summer (a dry heat with cooler 
nights). Most Warwick homes have air conditioning and 
wood stoves as a result. We endured unbroken droughts 
in 2018 and 2019. We were on harsh water restrictions 
and the town’s irrigation dam receded to 3%. The State 
Government and local Councils hauled drinking water by 
road to Stanthorpe for over a year.   

Since mid-2020, we’ve had above-average rainfall and 
our fair share of floods. The local dams are all full to 
overflowing and it’s still happening. One big rain event in 
May saw the Condamine River close the main traffic 
bridge into town. Now we have frosts! 

Such is life in Australia.                                                             

 

Bobbing along the Road  
By Ross Clark 

So my mate Bob (your editor), got a gong 
for a song – the 2022 Alistair Hulett Me-
morial Award for “When Whitlam Took 
His Turn at the Wheel”. And he couldn’t 
be at the National Folk Festival in Can-
berra to pick it up, so could I do it? And 
it’s a secret . . . so I didn’t even tell my 

beloved (She who Sings the High Notes) till we were half-
way there.  
 
It’s happening at the closing concert, he said, so I’ve just 
got to be there 30 minutes before the show, with a brief 
speech prepared, and I get to sit in the front row with 
other award-recipients. The award is announced by folk 
singer Bob Fagan and I get to make the pithiest 90-
second speech of my life, and hold the award up, and 
(almost) shout “Queenslander!”,  then sit and enjoy the 
rest of the show… which culminated with Yothu Yindi .  

 
The Award itself is a handy 
and attractive piece of wood-
work and metal, and we 
make sure we know where it 
is at all times on our leisurely 
4-day drive home. We photo-
graph it in camp at the Festi-
val, then at the old railway 
station at Cowra, on the 
sculpture outside the Prehis-
toric Fish Museum at Can-

owindra, in our AirBnB in the wilds of Merotherie, at the 
Bendemeer Pub, on to of a pile of macadamia shells at a 
relative’s plantation at McLeans Ridges, at a café at Chin-
derah, on a double-decker London bus at Wongawallen, 
and last in the door of our chicken coop at Highgate Hill.  
It amused us to send Bob pictures from his Award’s ad-
ventures, as it amused Bob and Laurel to receive them. I 
was honoured to present Bob with the award (for which 
he also got $1000) when I jumped up on stage, just after 
The Goodwills had performed at a Brisbane gig a month 
later. Good onya, Bob. 

Glengallan Homestead in the 1990s 

before restoration. Pic Ted Holliday 

Fundraiser for Refugees 

Sunday July 10 at 2pm 

The Goodwills Trio 
 U3A Rooms  

Crn Tooth and Wood Street 

Admission by donation 

(The Goodwills (Bob & Laurel Wilson and Helen Rowe) 

www.thegoodwills.com 
Net proceeds to the Romero Centre Brisbane 

 

A  Warwick U3A event  in association with Goodwills Music 

Bob with the much-travelled award
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ELVIS THE MOVIE, LIVE IN WARWICK 
Contributed by Susan Shaw and Marianne Whitby 

There was not a spare 
seat in the Warwick Twin 
Cinema on Thursday night 
23 June for the premiere 
of ‘Elvis’, hosted by the 
Zonta Club of Warwick. 
 
Over 170 people gathered 
to experience this much  
anticipated Baz Luhrmann 
film, showcasing the life 
of the beloved Elvis Pres-
ley.  No doubt many of 
the movie goers were 

there to experience the magic of Elvis’s musical talent, 
but this production, colourful and flamboyant as it was, 
concentrated more on the dark and devastating side of 
Elvis’s life. 
 
Told through the voice of Elvis’s manager Colonel Tom 
Parker (Tom Hanks), the audience was taken from Elvis’s 
early days, where he was profoundly influenced by the 
southern Negro music, through his 20-year career.  
Colonel Parker’s role in controlling Elvis’s life, career, and 
finally his death may have been a shockingly sad  
revelation to many.  However, the audience loved the 

colourful, energetic and totally engaging film. Austin But-
ler’s performance of Elvis was powerful and believable. 
His incredible ability to mimic Elvis’s unique physicality 
delighted the audience. 
 
This extremely enjoyable experience was enhanced of 
course by the bountiful home-made spread provided by 
the Zonta crew. The proceeds from the evening will al-
low Zonta to continue supporting women and girls in our 
local community, as well as contributing to Zonta Inter-
national’s programs worldwide. Iinitiatives in 2022 in-
clude actions to prevent child marriage and gender-
based violence, whilst locally, this service group supports 
programs which highlight the needs of women and girls 
in the Warwick community. Internationally we support 
the supply of Birthing Kits, and at home we contribute to 
Breast Care cushions, Days for Girls, Student Bursaries 
and donations to the efforts of other organisations in-
cluding Protea Place in Toowoomba, to name a few.   
 
We also highlight the importance of these issues through 
the 16 days of Activism in November, our tree for Jump-
ers and Jazz and support of other local initiatives.  For a 
group of 20 women, we believe our efforts and involve-
ment make a difference.  The Zonta Club of Warwick 
thanks all those who supported this highly successful 
night at the movies. 
Ed: Warwick U3A publicised the movie night on our website 

Condamine Sports Club of 

Warwick Inc. 

Friday Nights 

Goose Club drawn at 7pm 

Keys for Cash drawn after Goose Club 

with CASH to be Won!! 

    Country Style Meals 

Lunch - Daily Specials - 11:30am-

2pm 

Dinner 7 days 5:30pm-8pm 

Baz Luhrmann: Wikipedia.org 
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Sky Map  for: 

7  July 8:30pm 

15  July 8:00pm 

22  July 7:30pm 

Remember the sky chart above is meant to correspond to the sky over your head. You have to imagine 

holding the chart above your head to use it, and then the compass directions are correct. Star map pub-

lished with permission and thanks to Chris Peat.  For masses of interesting information, visit         

HeavensAbove     https://www.heavens-above.com/main.aspx 

Watt’s in the sky for July? 

Obvious signposts in the sky are a little thin on the ground, to horribly mix my metaphors. Leo can be 

found in the west, but sets shortly after sunset, Libra is high in the sky, but faint, and the Teapot asterism 

in Sagittarius is obvious. However, thankfully, Scorpius and Crux are easily found. One other interesting 

constellation is the one that wraps around Crux - Centaurus. Centaurus is usually depicted as a centaur 

sacrificing an animal, represented by the constellation Lupus, the Wolf, as can be seen from the artwork 

on the next page. 

 

Teapot 

* J1144 

Centaurus A 

 Cen 

β  

*

*

https://www.heavens-above.com/main.aspx
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The most prominent stars  are “The Pointers” for the South-
ern Cross.  The brighter,  Centaurus or Rigil Kentaurus, is 
actually a triple star system. The two min stars are both sim-
ilar to our Sun, but you won’t see the third, even with a de-
cent telescope. It is a red dwarf with only 12% of the Sun’s 
mass. However, it is the closest star to us (apart from our 
Sun) at 4.24 light-years. The other pointer, β Centaurus or 
Hadar, is a blue-white giant much further away than the 
others. 

Being in the main plane of the Milky Way, there are numer-
ous naked-eye, binocular and telescope objects. One of the 
most impressive is   Centaurus (NGC 5139). It looks like a 
fuzzy star, but turn your binoculars, or, better still, tele-
scope, on it and it resolves into the best globular cluster in 
the whole sky with several million stars. Also for telescopes 
are Centaurus A (NGC 5128), a strong radio-frequency gal-
axy suspected to be formed by a galactic collision, and the 
Blue Planetary Nebula (NGC 3918) . The diagram at right 
shows a number of other objects - this area of the sky is 
worth a roam around. 

Also for telescopes, the 14th has the Crab Nebula (a supernova remnant) just above Venus just before dawn. For the 
naked eye and binoculars, the Moon and Saturn are close together on the 16th about 9pm near the eastern horizon, 
as are the Moon and Jupiter in the same spot about midnight on the 19th. The Moon and Mars are close on the 
22nd just before dawn near the eastern horizon, 
with Uranus 6 (one finger width) below. How-
ever finding it in your telescope would be a chal-
lenge. Towards the end of the month, Mercury 
joins Venus and Mars in the pre-dawn sky in the 
east. In fact, Jupiter and Saturn are there also, 
higher in the sky; it is not often can you see five 
planets in the sky at the same time. 

The end of the month brings a show of a differ-
ent kind. If you are prepared to brave the cold 
from 11pm on the 30th to 2am next morning, 
both the Southern delta-Aquarid and the alpha-
Capricornid meteor showers peak in a moonless 
sky. The Southern delta-Aquarids produce up to 
25 medium-speed white and blue meteors per 
hour with some trails, while the alpha-Capricornids produce fewer, but more spectacular, slow, bright meteors, 
with long paths and frequent fireballs. The diagram shows where to look in the eastern sky for the radiant, the 
point in the sky from which they seem to appear. The Southern delta-Aquarids spring from the debris trail of Com-
et 96P/Machholz, a short-period sungrazing com-
et discovered in 1986, while the alpha-Capricornids are 
from asteroid 169/NEAT discovered in 2002.  

Roaming Mars is a lonely existence for NASA's Persever-
ance, but the exploratory rover now has a traveling com-
panion - a hitchhiking "pet rock" that got stuck in one of its 
wheels. Luckily, the Martian stone won't impact the rover's 
science mission and is only a minor inconvenience  — like 
having a pebble stuck in your shoe.                                                        

Cheers, Stuart 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sungrazing_comet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sungrazing_comet
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MONDAY 

INDONESIAN 

Room 1 at 10.00 

Gabrielle: 

4666 1227 

 

CANASTA 

(Jonola) 

Rooms 1&2  

at 13.00 

Maree: 

0498 237 837 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in run-

ning a course for 

U3A Warwick? 

 Contact course con-

venor Sally Edwards 

to discuss 

0478 161 817 

WEDNESDAY 

TOWN &  

COUNTRY 

WALKS 

4th Wednesdays 

U3A Rooms 

at 07.30 

Laurel:  

0418 187 104 

 

CRYPTIC 

CROSSWORDS 

Room 3 at 3pm 

Ray: 

0490 872 992 

 

MAH –JONG 

 

2nd and 4th Tuesday 

Room 1 at  9.30am 

Carol: 

0421 979 853 

 

OPERA 

Room 2 AT 1.30PM 

Stephen 

0411 644 200 

 

 

THURSDAY 

ADVANCED  

TAI CHI 

Leslie Park 09.00 

Avis: 

0438 511 983 

 

CHINA TODAY 

1st & 3rd 

Thursdays at 10.30 

Rooms 1 & 2 

Neil:  

0408 361 482 

 

THE BIBLE AS  

HISTORY 

2nd/4th Thursdays 

Rooms 1 & 2 

10.30 

Neil: 

0408 361 482 

SAMBA 

Room 1 at 1pm 

Maree: 

0498 237 837 

 

FRIDAY 

INTERMEDIATE  

TAI CHI 

Leslie Park at 09.00 

Avis: 

0438 511 983 

TABLET 

10.00 till 10.30 

Room 3 

Annice: 

0427 619 706 

JOURNAL AS A WAY 

10.30 

Clare: 0448 093 872 

THE MUSIC SHOW 

2nd and 4th Fridays 

Rooms 1 & 2 

at 14.00 

Sandra: 0412 065 221 

BOOK  

DISCUSSION 

1st Fridays 

Room 3 at 14.00 

Rhyl: 

0437 646 061 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY 

DANCE 

Rooms 1 & 2 at 10am 

Marg 

0429 700217 

RE-READING 

 AUSTRALIAN 

CLASSICS 

3rd Friday Room 3 at 

2pm 

Sally: 0478 161 817 

TUESDAY 

EVERYDAY  

SCIENCE 

1st Tuesdays 

Room 3 at 10.00 

Dudley: 

4661 4238 

 

LINE DANCING 

1PM  

Senior Citizens Hall 

13a Albert Street 

Sandy 0488 427 699 

 

JUNK  

JOURNALING 

Art Gallery 

at 10.00 

Sally: 

0478 161 817 

 

BIRD WATCHING 

2nd Tuesdays 

Rendezvous by 

 e-mail 

Stuart Watt 

0421 726 741 

 

Stick this page on 

your fridge as a 

reminder 

Saturday 
Meditation 2nd and 4th Saturday 

Room 1 at 9.30am 
David 0428 710 961 

Keep up to date by visiting our website 

www.u3awarwick.org.au 


