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MARCH  2023  

Editorial 
Have you visited the U3A Network Queensland website u3aqld.org.au?  The 
information relating to the U3A Art Competition that closes on 21st April is  
detailed on the site.  Wouldn't it be great if a member of U3A Granite Belt 
won one of the prizes?  So take out your favourite painting medium and your 
brushes and create a unique work of art.  
 
Many thanks those members who contributed to the discussion of the       
constitution.  Several very minor changes will be made prior to the AGM in 
April.  Members will receive an updated copy of the constitution prior to this 
meeting when the constitution will be either accepted or rejected. 
 
Newsletter 
Is there a member of U3A who would like to volunteer to become the     
newsletter editor?  The role is not onerous and there is back up if you are not 
able to compile the newsletter one month.  Writing the newsletter is a very 
rewarding way to learn about U3A Granite Belt and to meet the amazing   
contributors who make the role so much easier.  If you have Publisher or   
similar program on your computer, the role is much easier. If you have      
Publisher on your computer and don’t know how to use it, lessons can be   
organised.  Please contact Julie on 0417 074 520 for more information. 
 
If you would like changes made to the newsletter presentation or                 
information/articles, please contact Julie on 0417 074 520 or email 
u3agbnews@gmail.com. 
 
The U3A Library 
The number of books in the U3A library in the Board Room of the                  
International Club seems to grow every month.  It was great to see one of our 
new members taking books from the library following the February General 
Meeting.  The books are there for all members of U3A. 
There is a wide variety of genres available.  

Reminder: 

The last day for           

contributions for the 

newsletter is 25th of the 

month. 

Please keep your         

contributions to a        

maximum of 300 words 

Website 

www.u3agranitebelt.org.au 

Thought for March 

 

Don’t ever save      

something for a special       

occasion . 

Being alive is the special 

occasion! 
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L E T ’ S  S O C C I A L I S E            L E S  K I R M S S E  

NEW ACTIVITIES       

The chance to meet members of U3A in March will be a lunch at the Orso Thai            

Restaurant in Maryland Street on Friday 10th March at 12 noon.  

The lunch menu at Orso is very reasonably priced so come along for some enjoyable 

food and good company. 

RSVP to Les by Friday 3rd March.  

It is important you RSVP by the 3rd.  

 

M A H J O N G    

The Mahjong Group would love to welcome new members.  The goal of Mahjong is similar to poker, in 
that the aim is to make matching sets and pairs.  A set is three or four identical tiles or three consecutive 
tiles (also known as melds) and a pair is two of the same tiles (often called eyes),  To win Mahjong, a  
player needs 4 sets and a pair. 
If you are interested , please join the group on Monday mornings at the International Club. 
 
Contact Robyn on 0423 153 514 for more information. 

T H E  D I N O S A U R S            F R A N  T O B I N  

Our course on Dinosaurs began on Thursday 23rd , and we discussed 

Module 1. 

This unit gave a very brief history of the evolution of life on earth, 

fauna and flora. 

During this billions of years history there have been 5 extinctions. A 

common factor in each is climate change, and a huge loss of life, 

both plants and animals. 

After the Triassic extinction dinosaurs developed. 

 

Module 2, which covers the Permian period of the dinosaurs, will be 

discussed at our next meeting. 

 

Next meeting: March 23rd at the Learning Centre, Stanthorpe State High School. 

If any member has ideas for new activities or perhaps you might like to share your knowledge or     

interests with other members of U3A, please contact Mary Courtney on 0427 142 331.  

Ideas for activities and offers to facilitate new activities are always welcome. 



G A R D E N  G R O U P          L E O N  M C C O S K E R   

March 2023  

U3A Garden Group members visited the lovely homestead of Gordon and Cathy Smith on their grazing property 
“Alum Rock” off Goldfields Rd., Amiens. 

While enjoying morning tea in the green garden of well-established trees, Gordon gave us a brief history of their 
property. Gordon’s grandparents built the homestead in 1922 beside the permanent water hole in Pikes Creek 
which has never run dry. 

His grandmother who was a keen gardener planted trees around the house which have now grown into tall shady 
trees. There are lagerstroemias, strawberry tree and ginkgo biloba trees which would be 10 to 12 metres high. In 
the horse paddock there is a large cork oak shade tree planted from seeds from the cork oak in Tenterfield. 

Gordon runs merino sheep on their 8,500acre property. He also has a passion for breeding race horses, with some 
being prepared for the Yearling Sale at the Gold Coast. 

We thanked Gordon and Cathy for allowing us to visit their peaceful homestead and garden. 

Next U3A Garden Group activity will be a visit to Don and Patsy Stirling’s residence, 10B Tyrell St. – lane beside 
Number 10, on Wednesday 15th March at 10.00am, where Don will show us how to prune raspberries and other 
brambles. 

Bring a chair and morning tea to share.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

HISTORY OF ESPIONAGE         JULIE BARNES 

    Gordon Smith addressing the Group  

The Wednesday Book Group are reading the memoir Fear Drive My Feet by Peter Ryan.  The book 

describes the life of an intelligence agent based in the jungle of Papua during the war and gives an 

insight into the lives and privations of the men sent into the isolated areas of Papua. The topic relates 

to the parts of the course, the group are studying at the moment. 

 

Peter Ryan said in the introduction of the book: 

 

It struck me that very few soldiers of eighteen would have been sent out alone and 

untrained to operate for months as best they could behind Japanese lines; that few 

indeed would have passed their nineteenth and twentieth birthdays engaged in such a 

pursuit.’  

 
As the History of Espionage was cancelled last month, the group will explore the History of Espionage 

2 Topic 4 at the March Meeting.  



   

 

Congratulations if you solved the number riddle in 
February’s Newsletter.  Here is one solution.  There 
are other solutions.  
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Our first choice for 2023 was Exiles, the final of the Aaron Falk novels by Jane Harper.   
 
Unlike so many trilogies, this offering from Jane Harper was one of her best.  The story was tight 
and believable, to the extent many members said they would never attend a country show with 
the same anticipation again.  Whilst there were many characters, some new, others revisited and 
many strands to the story, we all agreed she kept us all guessing right to the end and whilst we 
will miss Aaron, the ending was fitting and full of a brighter future for him and the other deserving 
characters. 
 
Strongly recommended for those looking for a good read with lots of twists and turns. 
Quite a contrast for March is Paul Gallico’s  classic short story The Snow Goose.  A beautifully 
told tale set in the cold estuary marshes of Essex prior to World War 2 and culminating with the 
evacuation of Dunkirk. 

T H E  F E B R U A R Y  N U M B E R  R I D D L E  A N S W E R S  

2 3 - 1 

3 8– 5 

6 3 x 2 

9 36 ÷ 4 

32 20 + 12 

TUESDAY BOOK GROUP         MARY COURTNEY 

W E D N E S D A Y  B O O K  G R O U P         K A T H Y  W I L L I A M S   

The Book Seller at End of the World by Ruth Shaw - a friend recommended this book as she had purchased it at 

the airport on her way to NZ for holiday.  Marg was so pleased with her reading that she told me and lent me 

the book together with a map of the Fiordland in the South of New Zealand.   

The book is semi autobiographical.  Ruth proved to be a survivor after experiencing many shattering events in 

her early life. She became nomadic for about 20 years of her life as a way to excise her traumas she              

experienced in her early life, She was not afraid to work hard and try new and varied occupations including   

pastry chef and deck hand on a yacht,  

Ruth drew you into her life experiences and also into her happy life with her book shops  and life with her     

husband Lance in the tiny community of Manapouri in New Zealand’s Fiordland.  

Many of the group could relate to many of her sad and happy times because it all happened in our lifetime. 

Everyone enjoyed the book.  This is always a relief when you recommend a book for Book Group as the group’s 

interests are many and varied. 

The book scored 9 out of 10 for most members and 10 out of 10 for me. 

A word puzzle for this month. 

Using the letters in the phrase LITTLE DONKEY, name these.  Use each letter once only. 

A brand of soft drink  

A word that can be an  adverb, adjective and    

conjunction  

 

Two words for where things join  



AIMS of U3A Granite Belt Inc. 
To provide members with affordable education and learning activities covering a wide range of different subjects. 

To provide members with the opportunity to study and learn in a relaxed environment. 

To nurture the minds, bodies, and souls of members. 

Committee 

President:   Julie Barnes   0417 074 520 
Vice-President:   Lyn Haselgrove   0409 006 063 
Secretary:   Lynda Blackstock   0491 093 157 
   u3agbinc@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Marg Thomson     5517 4118  

Minutes Sec:   Morwenna Arcidiacono   0490 241 356 
Activities Coordinator: Mary Courtney    0427 142 331 
Publicity Officer: Margaret Porter  4683 3127 
 
Newsletter Ed.   u3agbnews@gmail.com 
 
Webmaster:   Lynda Blackstock   0491 093 157 
   u3agbinc@gmail.com 

Facebook Admin: Lynda Blackstock   0491 093 157 

   Julie Barnes   0417 074 520 

   Marg Porter          4683 3127 

Grievances   Contact the Secretary for more information. 

Postal Address 

PO BOX 250 

Stanthorpe Qld 4380 

Phone 

0491 093 157 

Email 

   u3agbinc@gmail.com 

Website 

   www.u3agranitebelt.org.au 

Bank Account 

Heritage Bank 

BSB 638070 

Account Number: 13712268 

(S21) Heritage Members only 
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GERMAN          IRENE GREVIS-JAMES 

Guten Tag! In diesen Wochen haben wir eine Herbst-Frucht 

studiert: die Hage-Butte, und ihre Wichtigkeit für Vitamin C 

im kalten N/O Deutschland- da wo Irene geboren ist. 

 

Recently we have studied the importance of Rose-Hips for 

Vitamin C in the cold parts of North East Germany. These  

ROSA RUGOSA varieties also thrive here in Stanthorpe! 

 

Reading/Writing activities include simple exercises, and 

more challenging Dialogues with comprehension exercises- 

oral &  written. 

 

Our latest song was the famous and dramatic 

The Grenadiers by H Heine & R Schumann- re Napoleonic French soldiers on their retreat after their 

total defeat in Russia in 1812-1815. 

If you would like to join the group, please contact Irene, 

Members of the German Group are from left to right 

Lin H, Rae B, Margaret P, Irene, Tony P, Carol van K, 

Mary-Jane H 

mailto:u3agb@granitenet.com.au
mailto:u3agbnews@gmail.com
mailto:u3agb@granitenet.com.au
mailto:u3agb@granitenet.com.au


**Please bring your morning tea. Other information is included in articles or group reports.   

U3A Granite Belt Calendar        March 2023 

Day/s Activity   Venue  Contact  

Every Monday,          

Wednesday & Friday  
 

Every Monday  
 

Every Monday 
 

Every Tuesday  

Walking Group 7.00am  

From 1st March 
 

Mahjong  from 9.30am 
 

Beginner Ukulele 
 

Dam Pluckers 2.00pm 

Outside The Reject 

Shop 
 

International Club 
 

 

 

 

International Club 

Ria 0427 349 977 
 

 

Robyn 0423 153 514 
 

Heather 0448 800 491 

 

Heather 0448 800 491 

Date Activity  Venue  Contact 

Wednesday 1st Book Group  

10.00am 

International Club  Julie 0417 074 520 

 

Friday 3rd  RSVP Lunch Due   Les 0488 787 905 

Tuesday 7th  Book Group  

10.00am 

 

International Club Mary 0427 142 331 

 

 

Thursday 9th  History of Espionage  

10.00am 

Learning Centre  

McGlew Street 

Julie 0417 074 520 

Friday 10th  Lunch 12 noon Orso 

Thai Restaurant  

Les 0488 787 905 

Tuesday 14th Mosaics from 9.00am 

 

German 10.00am 

Pete’s Shed 

 

RSL  

Margy 0459 513 852 

 

Irene 0437 373 929 

Wednesday 15th  **Garden Group  

10.00am 

 

10b Tyrell Street 

Stanthorpe  

Kerrie   0488 732 638 

Denise 0428 833 168 

Thursday 23rd  Dinosaurs  

10.30am 

Learning Centre  

McGlew Street 

Fran 0411 103 171 

Tuesday 28th  Mosaics from 9.00am 

 

German 10.00am 

Pete’s Shed 

 

RSL  

Margy 0459 513 852 

 

Irene 0437 373 929 

 


