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Successful Bulk Registration of Queensland Member U3As to the ACNC

When the Australian Taxation Office announced changes to administration of not-for-profit organisations
(NFPs) that self-assess as income tax exempt, I’'m sure | heard a collective groan from the 16 member U3As
not registered with the ACNC (Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission). That new ruling would
mean additional reporting and more paperwork to add to their end of financial year to-do list.

The ACNC occasionally provides submissions on matters of relevance to charities, such as to parliamentary
inquiries, discussion papers, and reviews. You will find these on the ACNC website here. Of particular
interest to our member U3As at present is an ACNC submission on 9 October 2024 to the Senate Standing
Committees on Economics regarding changes to administration of not-for-profit organisations (NFPs) that
self-assess as income tax exempt. The submission may be downloaded here.

As you will read in the submission, the number of applications to register with the ACNC grew exponentially
after the ATO’s announcement, resulting in a blow-out of length of time to process registrations.

To ease the burden for U3A Network Queensland member U3As in applying to register and to reduce their
annual reporting requirements, Network took up a bulk registration offer from the ACNC, who provided a
spreadsheet of questions that spanned seven long worksheets. From those we developed a form for our
member U3As to fill in so we could complete the bulk application.

At the time of writing, nine U3As have achieved registration through our first bulk application, with the
remaining three in a second bulk application to be registered soon. Those 12 will no longer have to report
to the Office of Fair Trade (unless they make changes to their constitution) or to the Australian Taxation
Office to apply for exemption from income tax each year.

All that is required is for them to log on to the charity passport at the ACNC, that uses a ‘report once, use
often’ framework because the ACNC work with other regulators such as the ATO to streamline reporting
and other requirements. This means they pass information along as it comes to them. There are also many
other government agencies that regulate charities and other not-for-profits; for example, government
agencies may provide grants and other funding.

U3As not yet registered with the ACNC will continue to report to the Office of Fair Trade, submitting your
annual return and payment to them. In addition, you are now required to submit an annual request for

exemption from income tax to the Australian Taxation Office.

If at any time your U3A wishes to register with the ACNC please contact U3A Network Queensland for
assistance.
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