
NEWSLETTER 
August 2026 

Coo-ee Everyone, 

What a day out we had at the Flying Club! Interesting talks, 
an excellent morning tea and great company. I have had 
many of our members passing on thanks to the organisers 
and I have written to their President with our appreciation. 

It has been suggested to me that we too could hold an Open 
Day each year and display what we do. We could invite local 
seniors' organisations and have a morning tea - perhaps 
early in 2027, as part of our annual enrolment process.  We 
would need some volunteers to help set up and host the 
visitors. What do you think? Let me know your thoughts 
when you see me around the classes or at morning tea. 

This term our Tutors are once again delivering many 
wonderful activities. Please ensure you take the opportunity 
to thank them for all their preparation and delivery - they 
are all volunteers - we can’t run without them. Don't forget 
also to thank the volunteers who staff the office each day. If 
you can spare two hours - please offer to join the roster. 

Diary date: Our annual Christmas event is going to be at the 
Hub this year. We will need a couple more volunteers to 
assist with the bar and catering.  If you enjoy hospitality, or 
have experience in that field, please advise me so I can share 
out some of the roles. At the U3A Coffee Club this week it 
was suggested that a 60/70s/80s music theme might be 
appropriate. Dancing on the table? Let me know what you 
think. We will put out the date soon, so you can place it in 
your social calendar. 

Kevin O’Brien,  
President U3A North Gold Coast 

The Management Committee is delighted to welcome  
18 new members who have joined us since our last 
newsletter. 

A big welcome to:  Brian, Chris, Coigne, Daryl, Diane G, 
Dianne P, Fenetta, Gordon, Helena, Jane, Kym, Lina, 
Linda, Mary, Pat, Peter, Ruth and Yvonne. 

We look forward to getting to know you and providing 
any assistance that you may require to maximize your 
involvement. Contact us by phone 5529 0583 or in 
person from 10am to 2pm weekdays or click here to 
email us for support. 

Please collect your lanyard and badge from our office 
(if you have not already done so) and wear it to all of 
your classes. 

Term 4 planning is underway! U3A is always looking 
for new and exciting learning opportunities. Consider 
sharing your expertise as a volunteer tutor—or 
recommend a friend who might be interested.  

Tutor at your own pace—from a single presentation 
to weekly, fortnightly or monthly sessions.  

EMAIL:  courses.u3anorthgc@gmail.com 

mailto:office.u3anorthgc@gmail.com


GORDON ROBERTSON 
Tutor:  Military & Asian History 

I grew up in New Zealand 
and was a student of food 
technology. After a couple of 
years in the industry, I 
returned to university where 
I lectured on food processing 
and packaging for 21 years 
and wrote a book on food 
packaging. I then moved to 
Singapore (then later Tokyo)  

and  joined the Asia RHQ of the world’s largest food 
packaging company with the responsibility for 
environmental affairs. The region stretched from 
Turkey and Egypt in the west to Japan and New 
Zealand in the east. It was a great job but involved lots 
of travel and after 12 years I moved to Australia and 
settled on the Gold Coast 20 years ago.  

I wrote the 2nd and 3rd editions of my book and ran 
workshops on food packaging around the world before 
retiring in 2024. 

My interest in military history began after reading ‘The 
Colditz Story’ as a 12-year-old. I have since 
accumulated a large (and still growing) library and 
expanded my interest to spies. Joining U3A last year 
has connected me to a wonderful group of people who 
share my interests in military history as well as Asia.  

Guest speaker Cassie Ponton from Amnesty International 
addressed interested members in July on the scope of 65 years of  
Amnesty campaigns and programs—“A Legacy of Action” 

The Disappearance of Adele Bedeau by G M Burnet. 

This is a gentle mystery 
thriller and beautifully 
written. In the 1930s It was 
discovered by Claude 
Chabrol, the French 
filmmaker. Later, around 
the time of the New Wave 
film industry it was 
subsequently made into a 
film by him. This brought 
about the reprinting of the 
book and it has become a 
best seller.  

The French café where a lot of the action takes place is 
still in existence.  It is very much reminiscent of the 
Maigret series of mysteries which you all probably 
remember and it is well worth reading.  

Available as an e-book & Audio book, as well as in print. 

People aged from 65-79, from a range of 
backgrounds who are interested in 
sharing  their experiences with planning 
for aged care for written and video case 
studies. If you are interested—then email:  
health@fenton.com.au  



Members at Theatre & Tours event—Lord Mayor’s City Hall 
Concert, enjoying the Dance & Romance performance. The concert 
was a magical celebration of music and creativity, followed by a 
stroll to the Museum of Brisbane to view The Red Dress Project. 

What you are looking at is the Home Page of our freshly re-vamped U3A website. Same 
information, same web address, but with a lively new look. Please check it out. Many 
thanks to our Treasurer Priya for her time and talented designing skills. 

“If you want to know how old a woman is, ask her 
sister-in-law." Eva Gabor 
 

“Old age comes at a bad time." Ed Sullivan  
 

"Inside every older person is a younger person 
wondering what happened." Stevie Wonder  
 

"The older I get, the more clearly I remember 
things that never happened."  Mark Twain 
 

"I’m at that age where my back goes out more 
than I do."  Phyllis Diller 

"You spend 90 percent of your adult life hoping 
for a long rest, and the last 10 percent trying to 
convince the Lord you’re not that tired." 
Princess Grace  
 

"Old people shouldn’t eat health foods. They 
need all the preservatives they can get."  
Bob Hope  
 

"At my age, flowers scare me." George Burns 
 

"The important thing to remember is that I’m 
probably going to forget." Martin Scorsese  

https://u3anorthgoldcoast.com/membership


New to U3A or still puzzled  with using your Member Portal? 

Then click the link to watch this video by Member Wizard:  

The Member Portal - What is it and how do I use it?  

Click Here 

SPECIAL TWO-LECTURE DAY 

SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2026 

Two fascinating lectures presented by jewellery 

expert Clare Blatherwick.  

COST:  $40 for guests - Bookings Essential!. 
 

THE FASCINATION OF 

JEWELLERY: 

Important Women Collectors 
 

9.30am Morning Tea 

10.30am Lecture 

Lakeside Room, HOTA Central 

Explore the fascinating jewellery collections of four 
very different women—Marjorie Merriweather Post, 
Evalyn Walsh McLean, Madeleine Albright and 
Elizabeth Taylor. Discover how their backgrounds 
influenced their choices and how jewellery can 
convey status, wealth and political messages. 

EXTRA LECTURE: 

The Story of the Cullinan Diamond Mine 

11.15 am – 12.15 pm 

Take a behind-the-scenes look at the South African 
mine that produced the largest gem-quality diamond 
rough ever discovered. Clare will reveal how 
diamonds are formed, share photographs from her 
own 750-metre descent into the mine, and explore 
some of the famous diamonds the mine has 
produced. 

To know more simply click this link:   

https://www.artsnational.au/societies/gold-coast-bundall/ 

Our very own Egyptologist, 
Amber St Clare, not only teaches 
here at U3A, but also takes tour 
groups through Egypt. These are 
not your average “bucket list 
tours. Amber pays the Egyptian 
Government for Private Accesses 
and visits to locations that most 
tours leave out, yet these places 
are the most beautiful, unique 
and mysterious sites in all of 
Egypt. 

 

Each tour has 5 star hotels, a 5 star Lake Nasser Cruise 
and a 5 star Nile Cruise. Come home with more than a T 
shirt, come home with memories of the most 
extraordinary and fascinating trip of a lifetime! 

March and October 2027 tours are booking now, and, 
because of the Private Accesses, these tours need to be 
booked early, so do not miss out! 

For more info & bookings: www.mirrorofeternity.com 

Click here for more info & tickets 

https://us06web.zoom.us/clips/share/BGF1MDEg6X6NNGobV14WOm1BdGxYCrxQbWkfudFoHm5DYmEYsEk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070789711199
https://www.artsnational.au/societies/gold-coast-bundall/
http://www.mirrorofeternity.com
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/workshop-navigating-loss-grief-and-emotional-support-tickets-1997092681972?aff=ebemoffollowpublishemail&ref=eemail&utm_campaign=following_published_event&utm_content=follow_notification&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite

