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Greetings Members,

In this issue: page 3: Margie’s articles on Table Tennis and the Discussion
Group, Denise’s TAGS update; the new Markets; page 4 Gordon on Eagles
and History; Margie’s profile of Peter Venz; page 5 U3A Artists, Card Makers,
Cooks, Gardeners and Mosaic crafters very impressive awards at the
Beaudesert Show.

Last month’s OWLS mentioned Admin Assistant Kelly Venz work in
coordinating a survey to gather members feedback on activities. Feedback
forms will be distributed at the first activity session for Term 4 which starts on
October 6th . The survey forms will include the following questions:

[1 What are the things you like about this activity?

[J Can you identify areas for improvement?

[J Are there any courses not currently run by U3A that you would like to see?
[0 What is your overall experience with the U3A?

Including your name on the form is optional, although certainly handy if you
would like to follow up your suggestions with a tutor or committee member.
Please return your form promptly. The results of the survey will be collated,
and a report of results (without names) will be published with a future OWLS.
The continuing success of Beaudesert U3A really depends on its members -
your feedback will be greatly appreciated and studied.

September marked the end of an era with the final Market held at Westerman
Park prior to the commencement of building works on the new Police Citizens
Youth Club. Best wishes from U3A to Jenny and Mick Young, organisers and
legends of the markets for over 30 years. Saturday 3rd October is the day for
inaugural Beaudesert Markets at the Davidson Park location under the
guidance of Beaudesert Lions, Rotary, Zonta and the Chamber of Commerce.
Please support the markets and our kindred community organisations in the
new location.

Until next time, Brendan.
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We would like to welcome our many new members
Graeme Rodgers, Bette Grant, Graeme Robinson and Lily Lin.

We look forward to seeing you at the activities you have chosen where, we are

sure, you will make many new friends.

Our best wishes for a happy birthday to our members who celebrate their birthdays in

October.

Di Abbott, Gigi Ahmat, Trish Alexander, Kerry Ambrose, Dorothy Anshaw, Bruce Avery,
Kathryn Cahill, Carmel Carter, Kelly-Mae Connell, Thomas Connell, Diane Connors, Jim Costello,
Sue Estbergs, Rita Evans, Cheryl Folley, Noella Griffiths, Joe Grodecki, Linda Hoare,

Fred Hoogerwerff, Debbie Hope, Diane Hoyle, Neville Jackson, Narelle Jones, Carol Jones,

Betty Knight, Col Liebke, Graham Love, Tess Maddison, Annette Moloney, Terry Moloney,
Sue Muir, Jenelle Patrick, Coral Sharrock, Chris Taylor, Nay Wolfe, Allan Woods and Maryann Yore.

If your birthday is in October and you are not listed, please let us know so we can update our records and include you.


http://facebook.com/beaudesert.qld

Current courses - term four 2026
6th October to 11th December 2026

Course coordinator | Tina Jones
Phone 0418 780 861
Email: coursesu3abeaudesert@gmail.com

There is a $3/session charge for most of the activities, payable

on the day

Aqua aerobics—Beaudesert pool
Monday 7.45 to 8.45am

Tuesday & Thursday 7.30 to 8.30 am
Contact Jo 0400 705 374

Art group - all mediums
Wednesdays 9 am -12 noon

St Thomas's Anglican Church hall
Contact Denice 5546 9879 or
0402 012 267

Card playing - Beaudesert

Mondays 12.30 pm - 4.00 pm

The Club function room.

Enjoy 500 or Bolivia

Contact Di 0468 849 448 to confirm attendance

Card playing - Bolivia - Jimboomba
Thursdays 12 noon - 4.00 pm

St James's Anglican Church Hall,
Jimboomba

Contact Di 0468 849 448

Chair Exercises

Wednesdays 11.00 am -12.00 noon
CWA Hall, 1 Selwyn St

Contact Debe 0424 400 083

Croquet club (Hoopers)
Tuesdays 8.00 am -10.30 am
Everdell Park Gleneagle

Contact George or Rita 0431 403 521

Conversational French - Advanced
Mondays 12 noon - 2.30 pm

Café 63, Beaudesert Fair

Contact Jayne 5463 4567

Gardening group - BUGs

Third Friday of each even month 10.00 am - 12 noon
Fine Arts Room, Beaudesert showgrounds

Contact Marilyn 0429 992 314 or Brendan 0418 192 999

General discussion group

Tuesdays 9.30 am - 11.30 am

Beaucare Community room, 44 Tina Street

General discussions on any subject group members
propose.

Contact Joan 0427 566 036

Guitar lessons

Tuesday 9.15 am for 9.30 am start
Arts & Information Centre

2-14 Enterprise Drive, Beaudesert
Contact Brendan 0418 192 999

History, Anything & Everything
Thursdays 9.15 am -10.15am

Station Master’s House, 100 Brisbane St.
Contact Gordon 0407 441 668

Indoor bowls

Fridays 9.00 am -11.00 am

St. Thomas’s Anglican Church Hall, Albert Street
Contact Terry 0428 627 673

Jigsaw library
Select a jigsaw (or a wasgij) to use from the library.
To select and collect, contact Sandra 5541 0978

Leather Craft

Tuesdays 12.30 pm - 2.30 pm

Arts & Information Centre Craft room
Contact Chris 0448 533 632

Line dancing/dancing
Tuesdays12.15 pm - 2.45 pm
The Centre

Contact Yokie 0407 171 813

Mahjong - Jimboomba

Tuesdays 11.00 am - 2.00 pm

St James's Anglican church hall, Jimboomba
Contact Lynn 0417 078 712

Mahjong - Beaudesert
Thursdays 1.00 pm - 3.30 pm
Arts & Information Centre
Contact Michele 0400 117 745

Mosaics

Mondays 1.30 pm - 4.00 pm

Arts & Information Centre, Beaudesert

A hands-on course in a fascinating art form.
Contact Tina 0418 780 861

Nordic walking/walking
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 6.30
am

Walking about town or the pool
Contact Liz 0488 155 506 for
information

Poems for Pleasure
Wednesdays 9.30 - 11.30 am
Station Master’s House, 100
Brisbane Street

Contact Wendy 0422 349 496

Social lunch

Last Friday of each month
Contact Di 0468 849 448,
candyroxy1946@gmail.com

Social tennis

Wednesdays Summer 6.30 am - 9.00 am
Winter 7.30 am -10.00 am

Beaudesert tennis courts, Bromelton Street
Contact Lorraine 0407 574 576

Table tennis

Monday & Thursdays 8.30 am - 12 noon
St Thomas's Anglican Church hall
Contact Joe 0408 769 786

Travel and Adventure Group
Second Monday from 10.00 am
The Club, William Street

Contact Denise 0419 348 466
oleanderdm@bigpond.com
Trivia puzzling

Wednesdays 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm
St Thomas's Anglican Church hall, F
Albert St.
Contact Debe 0424 400 083 for further details

Check out the Trivia quiz on page 4
Ukulele (BUFFies)
Thursdays 12.15 pm for 12.30 pm - 2.30 pm

Station Master’s House, 100 Brisbane Street
Contact Finella 0439 414 491

Courtesy

Consider letting your facilitator know if you are not going to be
able to attend your usual session.

These unpaid workers put a lot of work into setting up sessions
for you and are disappointed when few or nobody turns up.



TAG NEWS

If you would like to join us contact me for details.

Nothing else planned just yet but keep checking this
space.

words: Denise Martin

NEWS FROM THE VARIOUS GROUPS

Let me know what your group is up to; send to
newsu3abeaudesert@gmail.com

Denise Martin 0419 348 466.

But what do you talk about?

There's no hesitation from members of Beaudesert's U3A
discussion group: "Anything and everything."

This is a literal response... subjects such as religion and
politics are treated with respect and with a range of opinions,
just as the group discusses the headlines of the day and
local events.

The coordinator, Joan Gray, draws names from a paper bag
and each member has a chance to present a topic for
discussion.

And, of course, since it is a morning meeting, there is a
break for morning tea halfway through....

This is a friendly group, with members of wide-ranging
previous experience, from the medical field, to education,
community work and journalism.

If you are interested in hearing more, please contact Joan
Gray on 0427 566 036.

October outing with TAG

On Monday, 12th October, we are having a tour
of the Hindu temple at South Maclean.

| have already had several people ring to ask if :

they can come. The answer is yes, and we will meet at the
INFO centre at 9.20 am. Some of our members will go
directly to the temple, but as we will need to carpool, it
would be good to go there first.

On thing to note please do not eat meat on the day.

Also we need to leave our shoes outside the temple.
Following the tour, we are off to the Flagstone Tavern for a
lovely lunch.

Call/email me if you are interested 0419 348 466.

oleanderdm@bigpond.com.

The future of the Beaudesert Markets

We have all been spoiled having our monthly markets at Westerman Park. Not so any more as they are building the
PCYC in the park, beyond the toilet block up to the new road into Wongaburra.

' ‘ E However, 4 community groups - Lions, Rotary, Zonta and Chamber of

Commerce, have combined to see if they can continue running the
ZONTA CLUB OF BEAUDESERT

BEAUDESERT AREA  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Build o Better World Supporting Business
for Women and Girls Strengthening Community

LIONS CLUB OF
BEAUDESERT

We Serve

BEAUDESERT
ROTARY CLUB

Service Above Self

The Table Tennis Group: Friendly
Competition Personified.

This happy and energetic group is perhaps the largest in
Beaudesert U3A with 45 registered participants. Originally at
the Uniting Church Hall from 2015, they moved to the
Anglican Church hall around 2018. They play on Mondays
(averaging 25 players) and Thursdays (averaging 30
players). While Mondays are mainly for novices and the less
competitive, many play on both days. On the Thursdays play
can get quite fast, with some having played competitively in
clubs in their youth.

When needed, they have five tables (see story about the
donated table in a previous OWLS) which are set up by the
Conveners: Joe, Jim and the two Johns. Joe usually arrives
at around 7.50am, with the other three arriving soon after,
and tables are ready to go and being used by 8.15am and
packing up at 12 noon.

To ensure that everyone gets equal time, playing doubles is

the norm. They play mixed pairs whenever possible and after Joe on 0408 769 786

every game (when 21 points reached), everyone changes
partners so there is plenty of mixing of players.

Joe said they get newcomers every week or so. There is no
tuition as the Conveners have found people pick up the
game quickly and see a marked improvement in just a few
weeks. Some players have a disability, and participate
enthusiastically.

Articles in PubMed and other reputable sources indicate the
following benefits of Table Tennis.
Improves eye-hand coordination, maintains and
improves agility, motor skills and balance.

Because of the speed of the game, improves reflexes,
circulation, and quick thinking.

markets at Davidson Park downtown.

SATURDAY, 3rd OCTOBER will be the first market at this site.
We wish them well as they are trying to keep this great tradition going

on.

As with most physical activity, the cardiovascular system
benefits.

Arespected study concluded that table tennis appears to
be a safe and effective intervention for enhancing
cognitive and motor outcomes in individuals with
dementia and Parkinson's Disease. However further
high-quality trials are needed to confirm these
findings.

Comments from the players on what they like most about the
activity: Enjoy the company and physical activity.

Everyone mentioned the social contact as the most
important: Great friendship, laughter and exercise:

I've been playing for five years and keep on improving which
is great. Also, | see the others improve

My husband is not well and table tennis gets me out of the
house and gives me a break:

A very easy-going and fun group: The morning teas!

Interested in giving it a go? You will be welcome. Contact
words: Margie A




THE HEART OF THE MATTER

| was a moderate Eagles fan - the group, not the football club. | came to them late. They were a seventies band and | was
still stuck in the sixties. Eventually, they did penetrate my musical isolation, and although | never did fully embrace their
Americana/country rock vibe, | did enjoy them.

My favourite Eagles song is not really an Eagles song. It’s a Don Henley solo effort called “The Heart of the Matter”, and it is
about a love and forgiveness.

But there is one line which applies to history, | think.
The more | know, the less | understand.
And you could also say, The more | read, the less | understand.

After teaching history in schools and now presenting a course called The History of Anything & Everything for nine months,
here at Beaudesert U3A, | am starting to realise that history is haunting me. (Or perhaps the reading of history in preparation
for our sessions in the Stationmasters House each Thursday morning is haunting me!)

Why? Because the more | read, the more | realise what a messy business history is. And our History group has embraced it,
celebrated it, but also questioned it. Each Thursday we wrestle history, and sometimes in that wrestling, we encounter
positions which are uncomfortable. History is uncomfortable, even if we enjoy it.

It is uncomfortable because so many of our history books fall short or get things wrong, even though they are so well-
meaning. Biographies that celebrate the success of indigenous AFL and NRL stars or black Caribbean footballers in the UK,
most often do not include the stories of the many more, who fell by the wayside due to racism or exploitation by clubs, or just
simple lack of opportunity.

| read a wonderful biography about Ernest Bevin, a great union leader and one of the architects of the UN, but at no stage
did the book get down and discuss the dreadful situation of most workers in the UK in the pre-WWII period.

And American historian Jonathon Eig, who wrote a book about the successful development of the birth control pill, admits
that he ignored the dreadful story of Puerto Rican women given too high a dose of the pill during the trials. Much history
involving women has been ignored.

Stories or gaps such as these are everywhere in history.

As a young boy educated in Queensland schools in the fifties and sixties | was not taught very much about our indigenous
peoples. But it wasn’t always that way. The treatment of our indigenous folk was of concern and openly discussed in the late
19th century; as Australians of this time were concerned about what was happening and how history would perceive them.
Such concerns would be swept under the carpet in the early years of the 20" Century as the great stories of Australian
exploration, heroism and mateship took centre stage, as we celebrated our rise as a nation. They were inconvenient tales.
And even now there is a backlash as this so called ‘black armband” version of history struggles to be heard.

The older my books get and the more | read, the more | can see what has been left out or not properly emphasized. I've
come to understand that history never contains the whole of history.

We wrestle with this each week in our class. It is a class full of good humour and | hope much entertainment.
We laugh a lot. We are an optimistic bunch. Occasionally though, we face issues that are a little confronting
as we try to look past the accepted history and see the history that has perhaps been hidden.

We try to get to the heart of the matter.

Gordon Royall
Tutor, The History of Anything and Everything

Trivia Quiz (answers page 6)

1) How many keys does a classic piano have? . .
2) What was Sherlock Holmes’ address? A reader ,’V es a thousand lives
3) Captain Kirk was the captain of what Star Trek starship? befor? he d'es' A man Who hever
4) Who is the main character in the movie “Raiders of the reads lives Onl)’ one.

lost Ark”™? George R.R. Martin
5) Pashto and Dari are the two official languages of which

landlocked South Asian country?
Di Rewko

He and wife Wendy have two daughters and a son, plus four
grandsons. His middle daughter Kelly (also a Committee
Member), has three boys and he spends a lot of time with
them which he loves to do.

Peter is very involved in the Uniting Church. As well as the
Treasurer office, he volunteers at their Op Shop and drives
to the Brisbane Foodbank every fortnight to collect food for
the church’s foodbank mission, Tracey’s Pantry. Peter with
other Uniting Church volunteers (primarily, Annette Shirley)
helps out at the Beaudesert Primary School, with their
Brekky Club which involves assisting with the provision of
breakfast to school kids.

You will realise by now that Peter likes helping people.

Profile of Peter Venz

Peter is an invaluable member of
Beaudesert U3A, joining in 2019 and
serving as Treasurer since 2023. He
brings with him experience as Treasurer
of the Scenic Rim Uniting Church and
Beaudesert Pickleball.

His working life with the then
Beaudesert Shire Council from 1973
involved extensive and varied
administrative work in the Council's
Workshop office.

In 1983 an inhouse computer system came in and Peter
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moved to that area, specializing in establishing computer
hardware and software packages and in-house training to
develop Council staff computer operation skills.

Peter says he loved this work but also found the energy to
work nights, shelf-stacking at Coles from 2000 to 2024. He
found this physical work an invigorating change from the
engrossing but largely sedentary work at the Council.

His other interests are playing Pickleball weekly and Table
Tennis twice weekly when he can.

Peter enjoys U3A for the great exposure to social connection
and the friendships made. He likes to keep busy and active
and Treasurer duties across three organisations keeps his IT
skills intact.. words: Margie A



Lots of entries in the Beaudesert Show

Many U3A members entered into the spirit of friendly competition at this
year's Beaudesert Show, with entries in Painting, Mosaics, Card Making
and Gardening. Our wonderful Editor will tell you about the Gardening
entrants.

The various Painting categories attracted a large number of entries, so
Roger's 'Mountain landscape' and 'Fungi' works winning overall Champion
and Reserve Champion Painting respectively was a major recognition of
his artistic skill. Other exceptional works receiving awards include Narelle's
beautiful 'Cloud Dancer' horse, portrait of her father prior to his death at
aged 94 and 'Outback Girl'; Keith's lovely 'Still Life'; Jenny's landscape; and
Stephame s 'Cottage’ and Iovely Cards. Michael won a first with his still life “Apples”.

o » On the Beaudesert U3A website you will find photo of the
; e winner of the People's Choice entrant (the Lion painting)
¥ ‘ holding the beautiful vase donated by Tina.

' Denice, Convenor of the Art Group, does wonderful job
encouraging both beginners and experienced artists. If
you like to paint, check out this very friendly, cooperative [
~ group. Phone her on 0402 012 267. 1t

. Tina, Convenor of the Mosaics group, is delighted with
the eye-catching display of mosaics at the entrance of
the Fine Arts Pavilion. Major winners included Cherrie's . : T
' Cottage Garden Bird House and amazing Leg; Deb's very modern 'Woman', and T|na S
'Frog'. Other masterful works included Annette's Garden and Lazy Susan, Linda's Clock and

several snazzy bird houses.
We can't fit all the photos in OWLS, but you can see all our entries on Pat's Beaudesert U3A website.
https://www.u3abeaudesert.au/gallery

Those who entered without receiving any awards know that by making the effort to display a work we have contributed to
the spectacular overall displays in the Fine Arts and Garden Rooms and demonstrated a strong Beaudesert community

spirit. What's not to like about that? words Margie Arnold o,

and now for the Garden and Hor"rlcul‘l'ur'al pr'lzes...

As Margie mentioned, it is your editor, Denise

™ Martin, continuing the green part of the story. In

the Villas, Townhouse & Unit section of the

Gardens competition, | was fortunate to win and

Denise Winter was second. In the potted plants

L area, Di Hoyle was a happy winner and | also

won with my beautiful orchid. I'm sure the Show
: Society would appreciate if more people entered

I'st prize : ~ | this area of the Show.

| know other U3A members won some prizes,
like Liz Avery (below), but | don’t have photos. Jim Caswell won with a lovely rose and
several vegetables and Cheryl Bizzell was champion in the cookery pavilion and with her
flowers as well.

2nd prize’




@ NUMDEB P ATTEBNS (@ Wt_al_ iﬁzr;l}osretﬂségged This is the solu‘t)iggz’ig-the September

FIND THE NUMBER PATTERNS IN THE TABLE puzzles.

UL S UTESHTETLTLTRTFP
i S M ETBEACHAW.I

HOUSEWORK CAN'T KILL J l Qv x:cvBE
ESXQ?;T WHY TAKE A R UHRGRMTOTDTE
' - PHYLLLS DILLER B L O AN G NYR B Y & &

Bl o P coAYAA T [ B

i t7\ O S G T S zZ LR SEMP

A UOABTE ZAKTHEL

gD R M SW I MS U I T L E

L DMEMAUTPMWTE J O A

O E U E R S B I K I N I
Mn&a e [ ——

Wife: “Doctor, my husband talks in his sleep.”
Doctor: “Try giving him the opportunity to talk during the day!”

If anyone has lost a roll of $100 bills that was secured by a wide
blue rubber band, | have found your rubber band.

Did you hear about the broken guitar for sale? It comes with no
strings attached
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